Lindale and Newton in Cartmel Parish Council

MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT NEWTON VILLAGE HALL

ON 10TH DECEMBER 2018  AT 7.30
1319 Apologies for absencE
           Cllr Armstrong and Cllr Clarke.

1320 Review Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting held on 13th December 2017 
Members reviewed the minutes of the last Finance Committee meeting which were                              approved at Parish Council Meeting on 10th January 2018.
1321 Chairs Announcements and Declarations of Interest by members 
                    regarding items on agenda.

                      No announcements.

1322 Public participation/questions or concerns relating to items on the
           agenda- No public present.               
1323
CLERKS REPORT

                    Review budget and projected year end balances for 2018/19 budget.
 (Report circulated to members detailing expenditure to date and projected expenditure   up to year end 31/3/2019)
The clerk reported the Parish Council is operating within overall budget in respect of expenditure to date and projected to finish year within budget. Attached report details individual budget expenditure at current time and projected to year end.  There are 3 headings exceeding budget, Clerks salary which was underestimation of NALC annual rise, Stationary, New Printer is quite expensive to run, and minor deficit on website hosting. It was reported that we anticipate finishing at year end within budget, there will probably be a surplus depending on expenditure for emergency repairs during winter period.
       Discussion and Q & A from Responsible Financial officer/Clerk. No issues
        1324
 Risk Assessments for 2019/20 (Risk Assessment circulated to members)
Members and clerk carried out review of risks to Parish Council in respect of:-

Assets, Finance, Liability, Legal Liability and employees (See attached risk assessment report and notes).  Cllr Wightman queried how does the parish council ensure that all volunteers and councillors are covered by public liability policy when undertaking litter picks in the parish. AGREED Clerk to investigate with SLDC and insurer. Risk assessment updated to reflect this.
1325        PARISH PROJECTS Consideration of Parish Projects requirements for remaining period 
2018/19 and next year 2019/20. Suggestions form Councillors
It was suggested that budget surplus will either be utilised for parish projects such as improving drainage in recreation ground, cover for well at Newton gardens or other priorities.  This will be revisited after year end.

a)  Other parish council responsibilities with budget implications. i.e benches, notice boards,  bus shelters. 
Clerk to contact Sue Lishman to establish if the loose slates at bus shelters are now all in order.

Cllr Maynard reported the new name headers for the parish notice boards are ready and it was agreed the boards will be refurbished prior to fitting.  This will be covered from repairs budget for 2018/19.

1326 Review clerks Salary with view to increasing 2incremental points on 
           NALC scale.  
It was reported the Clerk’s salary has not been reviewed since Financial Year 2012/13 when was appointed to SCP 22 £10.953 per hour on NALC scale for £10.5 hours per week.  Clerk recently did some unpaid work for Osmotherly and Mansrigg Parish Council who have appointed a new inexperienced clerk who needed assistance, support and guidance with financial and payroll procedures on SCP 24 £11.643 per hour for 6 hours per week. Clerk would like salary to be reviews and brought into line with other parishes, these proposals have been incorporated into budget proposals for 2019/20 and can be accommodated by adjustments without increasing overall budget spending.  The clerk left the meeting while members discussed this matter.

AGREED:- Members agreed to award an increase in clerk’s salary scale to SCP 24 points at new hourly rate of £11.643.  Budget figure should cover 2019 NALC increase.  Proposed Cllr McClure, Seconded Cllr Wightman, all in favour.

The clerk thanked members for the review of her salary. 
1327       Agree draft budget for precept 2019/20 Draft Budget proposal circulated to members – N.B. SLDC Base rate not yet available to calculate final impact on Average Precept Council Tax figures. 
The Clerk to presented a draft budget option for consideration in conjunction with Parish Council objectives, to be approved at Full Council meeting on 8th January 2019. There have been some adjustments to individual budget headings, but overall parish budget spending and precept/grant from SLDC will remain at £17395. AGREED;- members agreed to approve the budget proposals presented. Proposed Cllr Maynard, Seconded Cllr McClure, All in favour.
Date of next meeting Tuesday 8th January 2019 at Newton Village Hall at 7.30. 
